DIRECTORS’ NOTE

From Laura Sams and Robert Sams

The Riddle in a Bottle was designed to introduce children to the rather expansive topic of water movement, and how the ocean plays a vital role in all of earth’s life. How do we make such a huge topic tangible for young audiences? 

First, we designed a story that revolves around one central theme (that moving water connects all life on earth). From a developmental standpoint, children learn best through discovery and active participation.  In The Riddle in a Bottle, we do not “tell” children the facts.  Children are given the chance to discover facts along with us and use reasoning skills to guess the answer. We filmed throughout two years in multiple locations (from Florida to Hawaii to Michigan)  to capture quality footage of ocean life, as well as creatures that children might find in their local ponds. We also composed original music to help highlight our major subthemes of currents, tides and weather.   

To ensure the highest educational value, we worked with a team of scientific advisors and educational consultants, confirming that our information was not just accurate, but appropriate for the targeted developmental levels.  We also developed classroom connection activities, a live educational assembly and a children’s book (A Pirate’s Quest) to supplement the movie’s themes.

Our goal was to create a program that was so fun to watch that you would forget you were learning.  We worked hard to focus on positive stories that will help children learn to love and enjoy the world around them, before we ask them to save it. We also worked hard to create a story that would appeal to adults and children, so that families could laugh and learn together.

We hope you enjoy it,
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